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St. Colmcille's Primary School

Cullybackey Road 

Ballymena

Co. Antrim 

BT43 5DW

Tel. 028 25639970

info@stcolmcilles.com

www.st.colmcilles.com 

9th January 2023
Dear Parent/Guardian
Welcome Back
We would like to wish all our families a Happy New Year and we look forward to all the exciting opportunities 2023 brings.  Hopefully, the new term will see a reduction in the level of sickness that the school community was experiencing at the end of Term 1.  The Department of Education advice remains that if you child is unwell, they should not attend school.  
Attendance
Regular school attendance is vitally important to ensure that each child is happy at school and can achieve to the best of their ability.  ‘Regular attenders’ as defined by the Department of Education are pupils with 0 - 4.9% absence, this equates to less than one day per month.  

The average pupil absence rate for St. Colmcille’s in Term 1 was 8.2%.  If your child is off school due to illness or for any other reason it is important you inform the school in writing through the ParentMail app.

Year 1 Health Visit
Letters from the school nurse will be issued to all Year 1 pupils in the coming days- please keep an eye out for these in their school bag.  Could I ask you to complete the relevant sections and return to school by Thursday 19th January.  
Year 1 Admissions 2023-24

Thank you to those who attended our school Open Day on Friday 6th January.  The citizen portal for applications for Primary 1 places for September 2023 opens at 12 noon on Tuesday 10th January and closes at 12 noon on Friday 27th January.  Please visit https://www.eani.org.uk/parents/admissions to access the portal and if you require assistance in making an application please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Post-Primary Open Days:

Please find below the dates of some of the post-primary schools’ Open Days, further information can be found on each school’s website. 
· St Patrick’s College – 11th Jan 
· Dunclug College - 11th & 12th Jan 
· Ballymena Academy – 12th Jan & 14th Jan 
· Cullybackey College - 16th & 17th Jan
· St Killian’s College- 21st Jan
· St Louis’ Grammar School – 25th & 26th Jan 
· Slemish College – 25th & 26th Jan 
· Cambridge House - 28th Jan
Important Dates

Mid Term
Mon 13th Feb – Fri 17th Feb

Sacramental Dates
First Confession (Y3)    Tues 7th March      All Saints’ Church 5pm 
Confirmation (Y7)         Fri 31st March       All Saints’Church- time to be confirmed  

First Communion (Y4)  Sat 20th May          All Saints’ Church - time to be confirmed  
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